	What You Don’t Know CAN Hurt You	
I. Historical examples of knowledge and ignorance
A. Hear, learn, teach (Deut. 5:1; 6:6-9; 31:9-13)
1. Joshua read the entire Law (Josh. 8:34-35; Judges 2:7)
2. After Joshua, they forgot the Law (Judges 2:8-11; 17:6; 21:25)
3. Restoration of teaching under David and Solomon (Psa. 78)
4. Israel destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hos. 4:6) – 722 BC
5. The Law found during Josiah’s reign (II Kings 22:8, 11-13; 23:1-2)
6. Judah exiled for lack of knowledge (Isa. 5:12-13) – 586 BC
II. Application
A. Hear, understand, teach (Rom. 10:13-17; Eph. 5:17)
1. God’s desire for us is knowledge (I Tim. 2:4)
a. It’s part of our purpose (Ecc. 12:13-14)
2. Knowledge sets us free from sin (John 8:31-32)
a. Escape from defilement (II Peter 2:20; II Tim. 2:24-26)
b. Knowledge keeps us from sin (Psa. 119:11)
3. Equipped for life and godliness through knowledge (II Peter 1:3-5)
a. Renewed in knowledge (Col. 3:9-10)
4. Increase in knowledge (Col. 1:9-10; II Peter 3:18)
5. Obey (Jam. 1:22-25; 4:17)
B. Ignorance does not excuse (Lev. 5:17-19)
1. Ignorant, but guilty
a. Paul acted ignorantly (Acts 26:9-11; I Tim. 1:13)
b. Many who crucified Jesus acted ignorantly (Acts 3:14-17; Luke 23:34)
c. Sadducees’ ignorance led to incorrect beliefs (Matt. 22:29)
2. Zeal is not enough (Rom. 10:1-3)
3. Destroyed for lack of knowledge (II Thess. 1:7-9)
C. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col. 3:16)
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