	Three Crosses	
I. Christ
A. Innocent
1. During his ministry (John 8:46)
2. Judas Iscariot (Matt. 27:4)
3. Pilate (Luke 23:4, 13-25; Matt. 27:18-25; Mark 15:10-15; John 19:4-6)
4. Later testimony (Heb. 4:15; 7:26; I Peter 2:22; I John 3:5)
B. Looked beyond the cross to heaven (Heb. 12:1-2)
1. Offered forgiveness to others, that they might reach heaven (Luke 23:34, 43)
2. Was going to Paradise after death (Luke 16:22)
II. Stubborn criminal
A. It seems that both criminals initially reviled Jesus (Matt. 27:44; Mark 15:32)
B. One continued to revile Jesus (Luke 23:35-39)
1. He showed either ignorance of or disregard for God’s will (Matt. 26:53-54; 4:3)
C. His speech indicated a lack of godly fear (Luke 23:40)
D. He was not willing to seek God’s mercy, thus was not offered a place in Paradise
III. Penitent criminal
A. One criminal rebuked the other’s reviling (Luke 23:39-40)
B. He admitted his guilt and that he deserved punishment (Luke 23:41)
C. Interesting facts this criminal knew about Jesus
1. He acknowledged Jesus’ innocence
2. He looked beyond the cross
3. He ascribed a spiritual kingdom to Jesus
4. He knew where to go for salvation – he believed, contrary to the scoffers
D. He asked for mercy, and he was promised a place with Jesus in Paradise
1. He was saved without baptism because he lived before Jesus’ death
2. Forgiveness was uniquely imparted by Jesus’ word
3. Forgiveness today is imparted by Jesus’ written will
IV. You
A. We are guilty, as both criminals were
B. We will die, as they did
C. We can reject Jesus and his sacrifice, as one did (Heb. 10:26-31; 12:25)
D. We can be saved by Jesus, as the other did
1. We must repent and be baptized for forgiveness (Acts 2:38)
2. If we sin again, we must repent (Acts 8:13-23)
E. The choice is ours, and we will be judged by Jesus’ gospel (John 12:44-50; Matt. 10:32-33)
F. Which side of Jesus are you on? Will you be with him after you die?
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